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Outdoor Pursuits gears up for spring
By KELCIE COBURN

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University
Recreation Center offers
year-round outdoor activities that teach outdoor skills
and help educate participants
how to stay fit through ways
other than typical exercises.
There are many activities
offered in the outdoor pursuits programs such as trips,
clinics, climbing, rentals and
competitions.

Michele Muth, assistant director of marketing at the Rec,
said the most popular outdoor
pursuit activity is climbing.
“There are dozens of
climbers that come in every
evening,” Muth said. “It is
available to everyone. Members can go there anytime
to climb for free, if they are
certified.”
Muth said Outdoor Pursuits
caters to children’s programs
like Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts,

Healthy Herd Youth Camp and
Kids That Rock. Some of the
camps the Rec Center offers
during the summer and over
the holidays are specifically
geared to teach kids about the
outdoors, camping, safety and
knot tying.
Outdoor Pursuits also offers an annual ski trip to
Snowshoe Mountain Resort in
the winter season. Many trips
are offered in the springtime
such as rafting, backpacking,

climbing and an annual spring
break trip.
This year’s spring break
trip will be to Jekyll Island,
Ga. where participants will
spend five nights at the Jekyll
Island Campground and have
the option to go horseback
riding, fishing, kayaking and
many more activities.
“Outdoor Pursuits can be a
very large part of a person’s
fitness, depending on their
interests,” Muth said. “It’s all

about preference. Living in a
place like West Virginia, we
feel like it’s important that
students and members realize what a great state we live
in for outdoor recreation.”
Outdoor Pursuits also offers a selection of camping,
kayaking, backpacking and
canoeing gear for the Marshall community to rent.
Outdoor Pursuits is open
year-round to participants of
all ages.

“There’s a plethora of activities available and bringing
awareness to them is a big part
of what we are trying to do in
Outdoor Pursuits,” Muth said.
Members as well as nonmembers are encouraged to
try programs that are offered
by Outdoor Pursuits and
to explore different fitness
options.
Kelcie Coburn can be
contacted at coburn15@
marshall.edu.
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ABOVE: Pope Benedict XVI attends a ceremony to mark the
900th birthday of the Knights of Malta, one of the most peculiar
organizations in the world at St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican,
February 9. Pope Benedict XVI announced during a Monday mass
that he plans to step down on February 28.

MU campus reacts to Pope
Benedict XVI’s step-down
from papal duties
By ANA WILKER

THE PARTHENON
Pope Benedict XVI announced that he would be
stepping down and relieving
himself of his papal duties at
the end of the month.
“My strengths are no longer suited,” Benedict said
in an official statement that
shocked Catholics all over
the world. He said his mental and physical health left
him unsuited to maintain the
position.
Benedict is the first pope to
resign in nearly 600 years.
A new pope could be ready
to take over as soon as Easter, Vatican officials said in a
statement.
The shocking news has
created lots of talk among
Marshall University students.
Morgan Smith, a communications graduate student
from Columbus, Ohio, said
she admires the pope and his
decision to resign.
“I think it was courageous
of the Pope to be able to
recognize his own deteriorating strength,” Smith said.
“It shows humility, in that he
felt someone else could do a
better job leading the Roman
Catholics.”
Kendall Lannan, a junior
elementary education major from Charleston, W.Va.,
said controversy and uncertainty surround Benedict’s
resignation.
“I think a responsible decision was made by the Pope if
he believes to be mentally or
physically unfit for his role in

leading the Catholic Church,”
Lannan said. “I think it is an
exciting time to be a member
of the Catholic Church, and I
look forward to seeing who
will be elected as our new
official.”
Nicole Rendinell, a senior
business major from Charleston W.Va., said she is trusting
God as the Catholic Church
decides who will become the
next pope.
“The Pope is a very holy and
prayerful man who knows
more than anyone else what
it takes to fulfill the duties as
pope of the Catholic Church,”
Rendinell said.
Adam Jarvis, a senior business major from Nitro, W.Va.,
said he was not personally affected by Benedict’s
decision.
“I know it is a big moment
in history and that it is a huge
event for the Catholic Church,
but not being catholic, it
doesn’t really have an effect
on me personally,” Jarvis said.
“If the Pope had resigned after a big scandal or major
event I think it would have
made more sense. I don’t
think the Pope stepping
down will change much, it’s
not like he adds to the Bible
or changes the ideas of the
religion as a whole.”
Many students, like Jarvis, said they felt unaffected
because they practiced a
religion other than Roman
Catholicism.
Ana Wilker can be contacted at wilker@marshall.
edu.
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ABOVE: University of Southern Mississippi student Ryan Raziano views
the damage at the Jazz Station building, Monday, after Sunday’s
tornado hit Hattiesburg, Miss. Sixty-three people were injured in the
storm.
RIGHT: American Red Cross disaster relief vehicles that were damaged in
a tornado on Sunday sit on the edge of Hutchinson Avenue in Hattiesburg,
Miss. An EF-4 tornado hit the area according to a preliminary report
from the National Weather Service in Jackson.

Hattiesburg residents, Southern Miss.
students, trying to salvage mementos
By ROBIN FITZGERALD
and JOHN FITZHUGH

VIA MCT DIRECT
HATTIESBURG, Miss. — People began
trying to salvage what they could Monday
as rain continued to fall from the same
storm system that spawned a tornado on
Sunday in the Pine Belt area of Mississippi.
Some people walked around fallen trees,
power lines, smashed cars and other debris to carry belongings away.
The rain was supposed to continue
through the day, and more severe weather
was expected Tuesday. National Weather
Service meteorologist Brad Bryant in

Jackson said tornadoes aren’t expected, but
heavy rain is likely to continue.
Hardy Street near 31st Avenue was hit
heavily, leaving trees across the road and
the area without electrical power. Traffic
signals and utility piles are mangled.
“I can’t believe no one got killed,” said
Clayton Butler, a resident of Sumrall, Miss.,
who works at Diamond Electric Corp. He
was out assessing damage to traffic signals
on Monday morning.
“Look at how it blew the windows in
over there,” he said, motioning to a building on the southeast corner of Hardy Street
and 31st Avenue.

Mississippi Power reported that as of
10 a.m., about 4,000 customers were still
without power. Damage from the tornado
included nearly 100 broken power poles.
At the peak, 13,000 customers were without power.
About 300 linemen have been called
to Hattiesburg to help with power
restoration.
A crushed silver truck was in the median
Monday morning. Workers in the area said
it flipped several times, with the driver inside, before it came to rest.

hookah or waterpipe smoking and snuss.
The policy would apply to all students, faculty, staff, contractors, vendors and visitors
on campus indoors and outdoors.
EJ Hassan, student president pro-tempore, said he supported the policy during
the meeting and that Stephen Kopp, university president, commissioned a committee
to draft the policy.
“We looked at a lot of data from past
assessment days and from when faculty
was assessed about this,” Hassan said. “It
seemed there was an overwhelming majority of both students and faculty that were

in support of a campus wide tobacco ban.”
Last year’s assessment day results
showed 71 percent of students and 74 percent of faculty would like a tobacco-free
campus.
Wendy Trzyna, committee member of
the College of Science, said she was in favor
of the policy.
“I think it’s a great idea,” Trzyna said.
“I’m glad it’s finally happening.”
Amy Saunders, director of student health
education programs, attended to support

See TORNADO | Page 5

Tobacco-Free Policy moves to Faculty Senate
By TAYLOR STUCK

THE PARTHENON
With the passing of the Tobacco Free Policy, Marshall University is one step closer
to becoming tobacco free.
The executive committee approved the
recommendation Monday for the next Faculty Senate agenda.
The proposed policy, drafted by the
Student Government Association, will
eliminate the use of all tobacco products
on Marshall’s campus. The banned items
include cigarettes, chewing tobacco, snuff,
e-cigarettes, dip, pipes, cigars, cigarillos,
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POPE TO STEP DOWN
Benedict XVI cites age, health
in becoming first pope to resign
since the Middle Ages
By FRANK KUMMER
and EMILY BABAY

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER
(MCT)
Pope Benedict XVI, 85, said
that he will resign on Feb. 28,
and would become the first
pontiff of the Roman Catholic
Church to do so in nearly 600
years.
Benedict announced his decision in Latin during a meeting
of Vatican cardinals Monday
morning and said it was because of his age.
A conclave to elect a new
pope will form before the end
of March.
“After having repeatedly examined my conscience before
God, I have come to the certainty that my strengths due to
an advanced age are no longer
suited to an adequate exercise
of the Petrine ministry,” he
told the cardinals. “I am well

aware that this ministry, due
to its essential spiritual nature,
must be carried out not only by
words and deeds but no less
with prayer and suffering.
“However, in today’s world,
subject to so many rapid
changes and shaken by questions of deep relevance for the
life of faith, in order to govern
the bark of St. Peter and proclaim the Gospel, both strength
of mind and body are necessary, strengths which in the last
few months, has deteriorated
in me to the extent that I have
had to recognize my incapacity
to adequately fulfill the ministry entrusted to me.”
The last pope to resign was
Pope Gregory XII, who stepped
down in 1415 in a deal to end
the Great Western Schism
among
competing
papal
claimants.
Benedict called his choice “a

decision of great importance
for the life of the church.”
The Roman Catholic Church
can move swiftly to find a new
pontiff since there will be no
traditional mourning time that
would follow the death of a
pope. There are several papal
contenders in the wings, but
no obvious front-runner as was
the case when Benedict was
elected pontiff in 2005 after the
death of Pope John Paul II.
Benedict, 85, is the 265th
pope, and is the sixth German
to serve as pope and the first
since the 11th century. The former Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger
became pope in April 2005 after
the death of John Paul II. He was
ordained as a priest in June 1951.
His nearly seven years
as pontiff was marked not
only by a decline in religious
participation throughout the
world, but also by sex abuse

Ash Wednesday is celebrated by some Christian
denominations and to different extents.
“When it comes to Ash
Wednesday, it’s really up to
people themselves whether
to celebrate it or not, although many people believe
it is primarily celebrated
by Catholics,” Harris said.
“I know people from both
Protestant and Baptist denominations who don’t view
it as a religious holiday and I
know those who do.”
Harris said the way the day
is observed is different for
each denomination.
“I don’t fast for Ash
Wednesday, but there are
definitely people out there
who do,” Harris said. “My
family does sit down at night
and we go around the room
and share what we’re grateful for and what we need
prayer for.”
Mark Jameson, a Marshall

junior, said he experiences
Ash Wednesday as a Catholic.
“At our Ash Wednesday
Mass services, the priest will
rub some ash on our foreheads in the shape of a cross,”
Jameson said. “It signifies repentance and humbleness.”
Jameson said because Ash
Wednesday is the beginning
of Lent, fasting is encouraged among those of the
Catholic faith.
“Fasting has been an important spiritual tradition
to me during Lent,” Jameson
said. “It allows me to focus
more on prayer and it’s interesting to me that people
of different faiths also value
fasting in their lives. I think
it’s a universal way for people to get deeper in touch
with their faith, whether
they celebrate Ash Wednesday or not.”
Kurt Andre can be contacted at andre5@marshall.
edu.

The program will offer
assessments, that measure personality interests, and provide
feedback on majors that match
their interests.
Barbour said she hopes
students can gain a better understanding of what majors
are available to match their
intrigues.
“I’m hoping they’ll start
thinking about having different ideas of what they want
to major in. It’s not going
to be set in stone that you
have to major in this, but it
is going to present some options going along with the
answers from the questions
that have been asked,” Barbour said. “After they take
the assessment they will get
some results about the different careers and majors that
go along with that. Then I’ll
give them ideas of what they

should do to further explore
those options.”
The SRC housed the same
program last year. Barbour
said about 10-15 students
participated in the event,
by
undertaking
career
assessments.
“It turned out well, I usually have anywhere from about
10-15 students at each one,”
Barbour said. “It was just a
starting point for them to start
exploring further.”
With the program, the SRC
staff will assist students with
discovering the right major.
Marshall students, who are
still questioning their choice
of major, will have the chance
to explore what majors meet
more of their qualified interests Wednesday.
Courtney Brown can be
contacted at brown625@
marshall.edu.

scandals
that have
left their
damage in
the church.
In fact,
Philadelphia
was centerstage
last
year in its
own
priest
abuse
trial.
Monsignor
William
Lynn
became
the
highest-ranking
U.S.
Catholic
church
official jailed for crimes related
to sexual abuse of children.
Jurors found that Lynn, former
secretary for clergy for the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, endangered
children by letting a priest who
molested children in the 1990s
remain in public ministry.
The pope’s announcement

comes days before Ash
Wednesday, which signifies the
beginning of Lent for Christians throughout the world.
Even thought the pope privately considered quitting for
months, his announcement
caught many Roman Catholics
off-guard.

Carole Breslin was attending
7:30 a.m. Monday at Cathedral
Basilica of Saints Peter and
Paul in Center City Philadelphia when she heard the news.
“He was getting up there,”
Breslin said. “I guess he feels
like he can’t carry in the way he
should.”

Marshall Christians set to Papal resignation has
observe Ash Wednesday the Americas abuzz
By KURT ANDRE

THE PARTHENON
Ash Wednesday, a day marking the first day of Lent and
the approach of Easter, is
tommorow.
Its date has always been
moved in relation to when Easter falls on the calendar. It is a
holiday celebrated by different
Christian denominations, including Catholics, Protestants
and Presbyterians among
others.
What many see as unique
about the day is that, in addition
to being multidenominational,
it is celebrated differently by
some denominations.
Todd Harris, a senior Marshall University student, said
Ash Wednesday is important
to him.
“I spend part of the day just
lying on my bed and praying,”
Harris said. “It’s a great time
to bring issues to the front and
repent for anything I need forgiveness for when I’m praying.”

Student resource workshop to
connect students with career ideas
By COURTNEY BROWN

THE PARTHENON
Color My Career, a program
promoted by Marshall University’s Student Resource
Center, much like finding the
perfect match for Valentine’s
Day helps students find their
major match.
The event will offer two
separate sessions Wednesday
at noon and 2 p.m. The sessions will be on the second
floor of the Memorial Student
Center.
Michelle Barbour, career specialist, said the event is a good
place for students to begin
exploring a major they are interested in.
“Color My Career is a workshop
for students who are undecided or
are not really sure what they want
to go for in their major,” Barbour
said. “To help them brainstorm
and get some ideas.”

By MIMI WHITEFIELD
and JIM WYSS

THE MIAMI HERALD
News that a tired and ailing Pope Benedict XVI had
decided to put aside the burdens of the papacy and resign
resounded throughout Latin
America.
Monday's news came less
than a year after Benedict visited Mexico and Cuba and as
he was gearing up for a July
visit to Brazil, nominally the
most Catholic country in the
world.
The resignation also comes
at a time when talk of a new
pope from the developing
world, where the majority of
the world's Catholics live, has
gained momentum.
"The church has moved to
the Southern Hemisphere,''
said Andy Gomez, who
sits on the Archdiocese of
Miami's synod, which is currently reviewing the church's
mission.
In terms of Benedict's
successor, "I think this will
come down to the Northern
Hemisphere vs. the Southern
Hemisphere," said Gomez,
who is also a senior fellow
at the University of Miami's
Institute for Cuban and Cuban-American Studies. "The
world has changed and what
is important is being able to
relate to the world's Catholics.
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"I would personally hope
for a more progressive pope.
I don't see very many progressive Italian candidates
but there are progressives
in Latin America and Africa,"
said Gomez, who took part in
the Archdiocese of Miami's
pilgrimage to Cuba for Benedict's visit.
Of the 118 cardinals eligible to be the next pope, 14 are
from Latin America, including three from Brazil, three
from Mexico and two from
Argentina.
Some are on the papal
shortlist, but it may be
premature to think of a
New World pope, said Father Hermann Rodriguez,
the dean of theology at
Bogota's Jesuit Javeriana
University.
"I just don't think it's likely
that we'll have a Latin American or even an American
pope," he said. "The church
still has its center of power in
Europe, even though there are
candidates from all parts of
the world."
However, 42 percent of the
world's Catholics live in Latin
America.
Rodriguez predicted the
church's top job would go to
one of the 28 Italian cardinals
who are in the running. But in
breaking with that tradition,
the last two popes haven't

been Italian. Benedict is German, and John Paul II was
from Poland.
Rodriguez praised Benedict's decision to step down
an event that hasn't happened
since 1415 with the retirement of Gregory XII as a way
to keep the church dynamic.
In announcing he would be
leaving Feb. 28, Benedict said
that "both strength of mind
and body are necessary" for a
pope in today's world of rapid
changes.
"I think he showed
admirable wisdom," Rodriguez said. "I take my hat
off to his sensitivity and
intelligence."
One of the pope's milestones during his eight-year
tenure was his visit to Cuba
last March. His visit was eagerly anticipated, but was less
politically transformative than
some had hoped.
Still, hundreds of thousands of Cubans turned out
to greet Benedict, whose visit
coincided with the 400th
anniversary year of the discovery of a small wooden
statute of Our Lady of Charity
bobbing in the Bay of Nipe.
The virgin became Cuba's
patron saint in 1916 and the
original statue is displayed in
a shrine at El Cobre.

See RESIGNATION | Page 5
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MEN’S BASKETBALL STANDINGS

EAST DIVISION

C-USA

MEMPHIS
SOUTHERN MISS
UCF
EAST CAROLINA
MARSHALL
UAB

W
9
7
7
4
3
3

Overall
L
0
2
2
5
6
6

W
20
18
17
13
10
11

			
L
3
6
6
9
14
13

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2013

WEST DIVISION

C-USA

UTEP
TULSA
TULANE
HOUSTON
SMU
RICE

W
6
5
4
3
3
1

Overall
L
3
5
5
8
7
8

W
13
13
16
14
13
5

			

3

L
9
11
8
8
12
18
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Mens basketball to hold Military Paterno family fires back,
and Medical Appreciation Day Freeh Report flawed
By MIRANDA PEMBERTON

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University Men’s Basketball
team will host the Medical and Military
Appreciation game Wednesday at the Cam
Henderson Center. The game will be a way
for the team to give back to those who help
the community.
Adam Simmons, assistant basketball
coach, said he thinks there is a decent sized
crowd anytime Marshall plays at home but
the event will bring in more than the usual
loyal fan base.
“I think anytime you have any appreciation night, our guys take into consideration
all they do for our university, for our state
and our country,” Simmons said. “They
think very highly of these people.”

The team is appreciative of loyal fans and
medical and military personnel, Simmons
said.
“Just like some people think of our guys
as role models, on and off the court, I know
a lot of our guys actually look up to these
medical and military personnel,” Simmons
said. “They see how the things they do on a
daily basis impact so many people.”
Wednesday’s game will be against Rice
University and tip off is at 7 p.m.
The Herd is up for a challenge against
Rice as senior guard Tamir Jackson averages 16 points, six rebounds, 2 assists and
over a steal per game.
“Although the Herd has struggled on
the road, they have really enjoyed the
boost of playing at home and seem to be

leaning on the Marshall Maniacs to keep
their spirits up,” Cory Booker marketing
and promotions assistant, said. “This keeps
the opposition from gaining any momentum while in the Henderson Center.”
The game is another way for the Herd to
give back to the community, Booker said.
“Everything Marshall does in terms of
athletic events, for free or at discounted
prices, is just to tell the community we
haven’t forgotten about them and we
know that they are the backbone of everything we do,” Booker said. “These
discounted tickets and promotions are
our way of thanking the community for
all they do for us.”
Miranda Pemberton can be contact at
pemberton23@marshall.edu.

MCT DIRECT

Kobe Bryant of the Los Angeles Lakers drives to the basket against LeBron James of the Miami Heat during the second quarter at the AmericanAirlines
Arena in Miami, Florida on Sunday.

A race against time for Kobe

By DAVID J. NEAL

THE MIAMI HERALD (MCT)
The Young, The Middle-Aged and The
Old came together Sunday by the bay.
ABC cameras should have shot it in the
dusty orange tones of the spaghetti westerns made in Italy, where The Old spent
part of his youth.
The Old Guy continued his gallant fight
to save his family's season. He shook off
The Middle-Aged Dwyane Wade for fadeaway jumpers between passing open gifts
to his brothers. He didn't slow down much
with The Young LeBron James on him. But
he didn't slow James much, either. Eventually, the star power firepower dictated the
day as it might again dictate the entire NBA
season.
So, an hour after being outgunned and
defeated, Lakers guard Kobe Bryant leaned
in his locker and answered how.
"They've got two sensational players,"
Bryant said. "D-Wade came in and started
cooking. The start of the fourth quarter, he
started doing what D-Wade does and made
sensational play after sensational play."
That last phrase pretty much describes
the Heat's 107-97 victory, a tight, beautifully played story starring the NBA's
current kings and the former kings, their
royal purple now only fitting as the NBA's
drama kings.
Which is why Sunday's team vs. team
story line gets a yawn. NBA Finals preview?
Please. The Heat fights for the No. 1 seed in
the East, maybe overall. The Lakers are losing their fight for a playoff spot. Sunday's
result pushes both teams a little more in
their current directions.
Ah, but, for once, the superstar showdown not only gave the game raison d'etre
coming in, it played out in breathtaking

displays of basketball art appreciable by
even the victimized.
"He's playing at a level rarely seen," Lakers guard Steve Nash sighed about James.
Nash found himself unfortunate enough
to be caught back alone on transition defense several times with the James bullet
train roaring down the lane. The 6-3 Nash
is, like Bryant, old _ 39 as of Thursday. And
as Richard Pryor once said, "You don't get
to be old being no fool. A lot of young wise
men dead as a (sucker)."
Nash got out of the way and let LeBron
create another highlight.
When James finally missed a free throw,
he sulked. â€¦ Oh, wait, no, he got the rebound as it got skipped off a number of
hands back out to the perimeter and instantly sank a three-pointer with 2.6
seconds left in the third. That was one
of two specific plays Bryant mentioned
afterwards.
The other came a few minutes earlier.
Wade raced off on a one-handed dunk that
he threw down after sailing past the hoop
to put the Heat up 67-64 and detonated
AmericanAirlines Arena. Lakers coach
Mike D'Antoni was signaling for a timeout
even before Wade landed keister first and
skidded halfway to the Lakers bench.
"They have two very very special players," Bryant said. "Two of the best that
we've seen. Dwyane was obviously dealing
with some injuries at the start of the year,
but he seems to be rounding into form.
That breakaway dunk he had, that's the
younger D-Wade."
Bryant said that with a small smile. You
do that when you get to a point of acceptance, knowing that sometimes all you can
do is your best and maybe it still won't
work out.

Bryant shot 11 of 19 from the field, 57.9
percent, in dropping 28 points against a
defense that knew he would try to will the
Lakers past the Heat. Because that's what
he has tried to do for so many years when
the Lakers have stared into the abyss of
falling short of expectations.
He would have pulled it off Sunday, too.
Yet Wade fired back with 30 points on sizzling 12-of-18 shooting, 66.7 percent, three
steals and five assists. And, then, putting it
all over the top was LeBron James with 32
points, also on 12-of-18 shooting, seven rebounds and four assists.
"He's a fantastic passer," Bryant said. "At
his size, he can look over the defense like
Magic could."
Asked if it was unfair for one team to
have two such players, Bryant chuckled
that he's probably the wrong person to ask.
After all, he had a pretty dominant teammate for a while, too.
The Kobe-Shaq Lakers got broken up after Bryant's ninth season. The Lakers had
been to the Finals in four of the previous
five seasons, winning three. This is James'
10th season.
"I think he's a little bit more focused than
when he was younger," Bryant said. "Thing
is, when you're a young player, particularly
him, it seems like everything's going to
happen. You expect to be in the Finals year
after year and the career seems endless. At
this stage of his career, he starts to maybe
value each year. Take the significance to his
training, significant to focusing each game,
and I think he's taken his game to another
level."
The health of youth with the maturity of
middle age â€¦ the Heat has both. In two
players and in one player.
Today's NBA's is No Country for Old Men.
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By RICH HOFMANN

PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS
(MCT)
The Paterno Family has
offered its rebuttal, all legallooking and footnoted and
serious.
It identifies some flaws in
the investigation commissioned by Penn State and
carried out by Louis Freeh,
and it attempts to invent some
others. There are no new facts
here, only new arguments.
The result is uneven and
unpersuasive.
The circumstances have
always been complicated,
but the defining issue has
been relatively simple. We
can argue about what Paterno and the rest did in
2001 when confronted with
the allegation that former
assistant coach Jerry Sandusky showered with a boy
in a university locker room.
We can argue about what
assistant coach Mike McQueary told Paterno, and
what Paterno told athletic
director Tim Curley, and
what was subsequently told
to university vice president
Gary Schultz and president
Graham Spanier.
We can recognize the mistakes that were made and
label them as such - human
mistakes - but only if there
was no prior knowledge
about Sandusky. That is, we
can paint Paterno as an outof-touch old man in 2001,
and nothing worse, only if he
did not know about the first
allegation that the university
and the local district attorney's office investigated in
1998.
The key is 1998. The key
has always been 1998. A jury
has since found Sandusky
guilty of assaulting a boy in
a university shower on May
3 of that year. The boy's
mother, suspicious about his
wet hair when he came home
after being with Sandusky,
began the process that resulted in an investigation. By
May 5, Schultz's hand-written notes confirmed he was
aware of the investigation.
This is when the first of the
emails was unearthed.
Emails. The conclusion
drawn by Freeh - that Paterno
knew - is based upon those
emails. The Paterno report describes them as "ambiguous
at best," and says that Freeh
drew unfair conclusions from
them. You be the judge.
The first email, on May 5,
was from Curley to Schultz
with the subject line "Joe Paterno." The email said: "I have
touched base with the coach.
Keep us posted. Thanks."
The Paterno report says
that it isn't clear who "the
coach" is, and that it might not
even be about the 1998 investigation. Conveniently, though,
it ignores the rest of the email
chain, the reply from Schultz
to Curley, which says: "Will do.
Since we talked tonight I've
learned that the Public Welfare people will interview the
individual Thursday."
It is hard to conclude anything other than that this
was an email conversation
about Sandusky and the

investigation. "The Public
Welfare people" makes that
obvious.
The next email, really the key
one, was dated May 13, 1998,
from Curley to Schultz. The subject line said, "Jerry." The email
said: "Anything new in this department? Coach is anxious to
know where it stands."
The question: Who is
"Coach"? Freeh concludes that
it is Paterno, but the Paterno
report says, " ... from the face
of the document, it is unclear
who the 'Coach' referenced
in the e-mail is. The subject
line, 'Jerry,' suggests that the
'Coach' could just as likely be
Mr. Sandusky as Mr. Paterno."
But there is a problem
with the timeline. Nowhere
in the Freeh report does it
state how Sandusky could
have known about the investigation on May 13 when
he wasn't even interviewed
by authorities until June
- after the district attorney had declined to bring
a case. In fact, on that very
same day, May 13, two detectives were hiding in an
adjacent room in the victim's house, eavesdropping
while his mother talked
with Sandusky. They would
hide again and eavesdrop
on May 19.
For the theory in the Paterno report to be valid,
Sandusky would have had to
be aware of the investigation
in order to be "anxious." So
who told him about it? The
Paterno report is silent here.
The report goes on to suggest that maybe the email
wasn't about the investigation at all. Possibly, it said, the
email could have concerned
an ongoing discussion of
Sandusky starting a football
program at Penn State's Altoona campus. The problem is
that there isn't anything about
Altoona in the subsequent
chain of email replies.
Instead, the next day, Schultz's reply to Curley contained
talk about the DPW (Department of Public Welfare) and
about a child psychologist who
would "talk to the boys." And a
few days later, Curley's reply again, not about Altoona - said
simply, "Any update?" Schultz
replied that there wasn't.
Twelve days later, on the same
email thread, Curley asked
again, "Any further update?"
And nine days after that, on
the same thread, Schultz told
Curley about how Sandusky
would not be prosecuted and
how the matter was "appropriately investigated" and
how "I hope it is now behind
us."
Again, not Altoona.
If there is a case to be made
against the Freeh report, the
Paterno report has not made
it. Maybe Curley and Schultz
can save Paterno's reputation,
if they ever talk. Until then,
though, Freeh's conclusion
that Paterno knew about the
1998 investigation of Sandusky is fair. Because of that,
the ultimate verdict is a whole
lot more damning than an old
man suddenly finding himself
out of his depth when Mike
McQueary came to his house
on that morning in 2001.
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The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

Letter to the editor

Editorial

Papal resignation means
changes for Catholic church
The last time a pope resigned, Christopher Columbus had yet to sail the “ocean
blue.” In the Catholic Church’s 2000-year
history, only four popes have resigned their
position. Monday, that number became five
when Pope Benedict XVI shocked the world
by giving the Vatican his “two-weeks-notice.”
In an official statement, Benedict, 85, said
he would resign at the end of the month due
to his “advanced age.” He will be the first
pope to step down in nearly 600 years.
Papal resignations, like most resignations of power, are usually a result of
politics or scandal. The Catholic Church
is no stranger to either and Benedict has
seen his fair share of both, but it is unlikely

that his resignation has anything to do
with scandal. The world can take him at his
word when he said his reason for resigning
is that he recognizes his inability to fulfill
his ministry. In other words, he is old and
tired. Not many people shoulder the kind
of responsibility that Benedict has, even if
his papacy was short-lived.
In 2005, Benedict was chosen to succeed
Pope John Paul II and since then, he has
been a caretaker of the papacy, continuing
the conservative views of John Paul — a
pope the world was not ready to lose. Will
the next pope do the same as Benedict?
The Church is politically divided — some
members adhere to conservative values

while others are more progressive. Will
such politics play a part in the choosing of
the next pope or will each side make a compromise and install a caretaker once again?
Benedict will leave the papacy Feb. 28.
This poses a problem for the College of Cardinals because they have little time to elect
his successor. For the Catholic Church, dealing with such a problem can be like kicking
a can down the sidewalk. After Benedict
leaves, the College of Cardinals can kick the
can a little further by electing another caretaker pope, but the Church deserves more
than just a “kick down the sidewalk.” It deserves a new, invested leader who will lead
the Church in progress.

The 1.7%; the Misrepresentation
of the Marshall Student Body
Over the past several months
students have heard stern
rhetoric regarding smoking on
campus. The debate has become so much of an issue that
the Marshall Student Senate
voted 11-7 in favor of banning
all tobacco products completely
from campus. Throughout much
of this debate, the 2012 Marshall Assessment Day survey
has been referenced repeatedly
as proof that the student body
at Marshall wants a smoke free
campus. According to the survey, 71% of Marshall Students
want the campus to be completely smoke free. With such
an impressive statistic, it seems
pretty clear what the student
populace wants. However, closer
investigation into these numbers reveals something even
more telling.
There are approximately
14,500 students that attend
Marshall University. Given this
base number and some simple
math, we can deduce that 10,295
students (71%) want a smoke
free campus. This deduction
however would be incorrect. According to the Assessment Day
Survey only 360 students answered the question regarding
the issue. Out of that 360 only
252 students agree with the

smoke free policy. So in actuality,
only 1.7% of students actually
said they wanted a smoke free
campus. This can still be used a
good polling data though, right?
Again, you would be mistaken.
As any pollster will tell you, a
sample size of around 1,000
people are needed to project accurate numbers (with a +/-5 %),
even with a student populace of
14,500.
I’m no math whiz, but even
I know that 360 is nowhere
near the needed amount of
people to accurately project
how students feel on the issue.
Not only that, but nowhere in
the survey were students even
asked about a totally tobacco
free campus, which is the issue
that is currently facing the Faculty Senate. I personally hate
cigarette smoke. The day my
mother told me she quit was
one of the happiest days of my
life. However, as a representative in the Student Senate I will
always thoroughly investigate
these issues before I make a
judgment for the student body,
which is why I could not vote
in favor of a smoke free campus, much less a tobacco ban,
based on these numbers.
By: Student Senator Nick
Chancey

Guidelines for letters to the editor

Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as an attachment.
Longer letters may be used as guest columns at the editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at the author’s
request. All letters must be signed and include an address or
phone number for confirmation. Letters may be edited for
grammar, libelous statements, available space or factual errors.
Compelling letters posted on The Parthenon website, www.
marshallparthenon.com, can be printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in the columns and letters do not
necessarily represent the views of The Parthenon staff.

Pleae send news releases to the editors at parthenon@marshall.edu. Please keep in mind thar stries are run based on
timliness, newsworthiness or space.

MCT CAMPUS

Column

End violence against women
By JOCELYN GIBSON

COLUMNIST
In honor of V-Day coming up at the end
of the week, I would like to address the
issue of violence against women and the
implications of that on our campus and in
society as a whole.
For those who do not know, V-Day is an
annual activist movement to end violence
against women, promote awareness and
raise funds for organizations that combat
the issue that occurs on Feb. 14.
As females on a college campus, we feel
an added sense of danger because of the
generally high assault statistics for college
campuses. Less than one month ago, a student was assaulted while walking to her
car after dark.
National statistics claim that one in five
college women will be raped during their
college years. According to the university
student data book, 8,068 female students
were enrolled at Marshall University in
2012. A rough calculation tells us that,
statistically, 2,017 of them will be raped
before graduating.

Therefore, we should have the extra initiative to try and combat the problem. We
should have the right to feel safe while on
campus anytime of the day or night. It is
up to us to address the problem and take
measures to make it a safer place.
Surely, we can find many ways to prevent violence against women on our own
campus, as well as in our personal relationships and life outside of school. However,
the most valuable methods are, arguably,
bringing awareness to the problem and
acting as advocates for the victims.
Also, be sure to check up on current
events and ways to protest the violence.
Many campaigns to end violence against
women occur throughout the year, and
they are often very easy to take part in.
One such event is going on currently in accordance with V-Day.
Another way that women around the
globe are trying to accomplish this is
through making their voices heard. The
One Billon Campaign is an international
movement for V-Day to bring awareness
to violence against women and ideally, by
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acknowledging the violence, put an end to
it. They say that one in three women will
be raped or beaten in her lifetime. That is
one billion women living on this planet
today.
The campaign encourages supporters
to take a stand by taking time to stop what
they are doing and dance on Feb. 14. The
idea behind the dancing, they say, is “one
billion women violated is an atrocity. One
billion women dancing is a revolution.”
In conjunction with the One Billion Rising Campaign, V-Day also suggests annual
performances of Eve Ensler’s “The Vagina
Monologues” which Marshall University
will be presenting this weekend at 8 p.m.
in Marco’s Auditorium. Attending the
show is another way to show support for
the mission, and end the violence against
women. The shows local beneficiaries are
CONTACT Rape Crisis Center and Branches
Domestic Violence Shelter.
Jocelyn Gibson can be contacted at
gibson243@marshall.edu.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2013

|

|

5

MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM

Three dead in shooting at Del. courthouse
By MARI SCHAEFER, JESSICA
PARKS and CHRIS PALMER

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER
(MCT)
Emma Harding and about
100 others took cover behind
the counter of the Dunkin'
Donuts
downstairs.
Jennifer Robinson fled into a
communications room. Crying, Victoria Warren, hiding
in another room, phoned her
brother.
"I'm scared," she told him. "I
heard gunshots."
About 8:15 a.m. EST Monday, a gunman opened fire in
the New Castle County Courthouse in an incident that left
the shooter and two women
dead. Police said the shooting
grew out of a child-custody
dispute.
Two law-enforcement officers were wounded but
survived because of their bulletproof vests. They were
treated at a local hospital.
The gunman started shooting before walking through
the security checkpoint,
officials said. And as the gunman and police exchanged

gunfire in the lobby, dozens
of people sought safety and
spent the morning huddled
in various rooms in the
courthouse.
Delaware State Police Sgt.
Paul Shavack and Attorney
General Beau Biden did not release the names of the shooter
or any of victims, citing the
continuing investigation and
the need to notify family
members.
Shavack said that police did
not know how many bullets
were fired or what kind of gun
the shooter used. He also said
authorities still were trying to
determine whether the shooter
was killed by police or took his
own life.
Biden said at an afternoon
news conference that the attack was not random, and
that it was related to a custody battle that he described
as long-standing. He declined
to elaborate. The Wilmington
News Journal identified one
of the victims as Christine
Belford, 39, who had been
involved in a custody dispute
with her husband.

Officials
described
the
shooter only as a white man
between 50 and 60 years old,
and did not indicate whether
the victim's husband might
have been involved in the
incident.
Police said the officers hit
by gunfire were members of
the Delaware Capitol Police,
which protects state-owned
facilities. They said one officer
was a 50-year-old man who
has served for less than a year;
the other was a 42-year-old
man who has served for seven
years.
Shavack said the two were
"doing well."
Authorities were searching
the floors of the courthouse
throughout the day. Shavack
said police did not believe the
gunman had an accomplice.
The area surrounding the
courthouse was blockaded
by police cars in the hours
after the incident. Many
people waited outside the
courthouse for loved ones to
emerge.
One concerned onlooker was
Marlene Bridgeforth, who got

hold of her sister, a courthouse
clerk, after trying to reach her
by phone for about an hour. Her
sister was fine but devastated
by the shooting, Bridgeforth
said.
"I couldn't get anything
of what she was saying. She
was gasping for breath," she
said.
Harding, a parking attendant
at the building, said that she
took cover with about 100 others in the doughnut shop and
that some were hiding in two
small closets.
Robinson, a bailiff, said that
she looked over the balcony
above the lobby and heard gunshots before seeking cover in a
nearby room.
"There was a lot of commotion," she said of the scene
below, recalling broken glass
and about 30 people in the area
where shots were fired.
Brittany Mangrum said she
was about to enter the courthouse to pay a fine when a
group of people came running
out from inside.
"I decided to turn and run
with them," she said.

Reputed gang members charged in Hadiya Pendleton's slaying
By JASON MEISNER and
JEREMY GORNER

CHICAGO TRIBUNE (MCT)
Two reputed gang members
were out for revenge from a
previous shooting when they
opened fire on a group of students in a South Side park last
month, killing 15-year-old
Hadiya Pendleton in a heartbreaking case that has brought
national attention to Chicago's
rampant gun violence, police
said.
Michael Ward, 18, and Kenneth Williams, 20, were each
charged with first-degree
murder, attempted murder
and aggravated battery with
a firearm in the Jan. 29 attack
that also left two other teens
wounded.
Ward confessed to police
that he and Williams mistook a
Pendleton companion for rivals
who had shot and wounded
Williams last July, police Supt.
Garry McCarthy said at a news
conference
Monday
night
at the Area Central police
headquarters.
Ward told police that he
and Williams got out of their
car, crept up on the group and
opened fire in Harsh Park, according to McCarthy. Williams
then drove them from the
scene, he said.
"The offenders had it all
wrong. They thought the group
they shot into included members of a rival gang. Instead, it
was a group of upstanding determined kids who, like Hadiya,

Policy

Continued from Page 2
the policy and address some
concerns about the enforcement of the policy.
“A lot of smoking bans, if
you look at the history and the
trends, tend to be self enforced,”

Tornado

Continued from Page 2
The Mississippi Highway
Patrol sent 20 members of its
special operations group to
help keep the streets blocked.
Shana Freeman was picking
up debris at the Jr. Food Mart.
The store’s ceiling caved in and
a gas pump is broken off and
on its side. The pump’s canopy
is across the street on top of
Elam Arms, a vacant dorm. The
dorm’s windows are blown
out.
“We may bring a generator
in so we can open up,” Freeman
said.
The Jazz Center, a nearby
practice center for music

were repulsed by the gang lifestyle," said McCarthy, flanked
by two dozen detectives and
gang investigators who worked
the case.
Detectives arrested the two
on Saturday night as they were
on their way to a suburban
strip club to celebrate a friend's
birthday, McCarthy said. Hadiya had been buried only hours
earlier in a funeral attended by
first lady Michelle Obama.
"I don't even know what to
say about that," McCarthy said.
"They were going out to celebrate at a strip club."
Williams did not confess,
and police have not recovered
a murder weapon, McCarthy
said. Both are due in bond court
on Tuesday.
Hadiya's father, Nathaniel Pendleton, said Monday
night that news of the charges
marked the first time since his
daughter's slaying that he had
a "legitimate" smile on his face.
"I'm ecstatic that they found
the two guys," he told the Chicago Tribune during a brief
telephone interview from
Washington, D.C., where he
and his wife, Cleopatra CowleyPendleton, will attend the State
of the Union address Tuesday
night as guests of President
Barack Obama. "(I'm) thanking
God that these two guys are off
the streets, so that this doesn't
happen to another innocent
person."
Danetria Hutson, 15, a
classmate who held Hadiya in

her arms after she was shot,
said she and others who witnessed the shooting have had
nightmares.
"A lot of us were actually
paranoid because the guys
were still out there," Hutson
said in a telephone interview.
"They knew where we went to
school."
McCarthy said that two
days before the slaying, police
had stopped Ward in his Nissan Sentra as part of a routine
gang investigation. That information wound up being the
starting point for detectives
when witnesses in the shooting
described seeing a similar car
driving away from the scene, he
said.
Through surveillance and
interviews _ including several
fruitful interviews with parolees in the neighborhood _
detectives were able to hone in
on Ward and Williams, McCarthy said. On Saturday night, the
decision was made to stop the
two if they were spotted. Police
watched as they departed in a
caravan of cars headed to the
strip club in Harvey. They were
pulled over and taken in for
questioning.
McCarthy said Williams was
shot on July 11 and an arrest
was made. But that gunman
was let go after Williams refused to cooperate, McCarthy
said.
McCarthy also noted that at
the time of the slaying Ward
was on probation for a weapons

conviction. McCarthy said weak
Illinois gun laws allowed Ward
to avoid jail time because of the
absence of "mandatory minimum" sentences.
"This incident did not have
to occur," McCarthy said. "And if
mandatory minimums existed
in the state of Illinois, Michael
Ward would not have been on
the street to commit this heinous act."
In announcing the charges,
McCarthy praised the "meticulous" detective work that led to
the arrests, but also expressed
frustration that, despite a
$40,000 award for information
in the shooting, no one who had
knowledge of the crime came
forward.
"While we received a lot of
tips in this particular case and
the community really stepped
up and tried to help us, I'm sad
to point out that we did not get
our target audience to step up,"
McCarthy said.
Hadiya was fatally shot
about a mile north of the president's Kenwood neighborhood
home a little more than a week
after the King College Prep
honor student performed with
the school's band near Washington during inauguration
festivities.
Hadiya's death occurred
during the deadliest January
in Chicago since 2002. It also
came on the heels of a homicide total last year that was the
highest since 2008 and the second highest since 2003.

Saunders said.
Zach Tankersley, assistant
professor at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, said
he remembers when St. Mary
instituted its tobacco ban.
“You have to be prepared
to enforce it pretty strictly at
first,” Tankersley said. “You

have to show that you are going
to enforce it.”
According to the 2012-2013
student handbook, the current smoking policy prohibits
smoking inside university
facilities.
The next Marshall Faculty
Senate meeting will take

place Feb. 28 in room BE5
in the Memorial Student
Center. If the policy is approved, the final step will
be to go before the Board of
Governors.
Taylor Stuck can be contacted at stuck7@marshall.
edu.

students, is gutted. A wall is
missing, exposing the store to
open view.
Bo Meaders of Southern
Courtyard Apartments, said
his bathroom ceiling caved in
from water damages from an
upstairs apartment. He wasn’t
home when the tornado hit.
“I’d rather go through a
Category 5 hurricane than a
tornado,” he said.
Catlin Holmes brought his
family to salvage some belongings at their apartment
building, Pandora’s Place on
south 30th Avenue.
“All we could get out was
some clothes,” he said, pointing to their baby’s destroyed
bedroom.

A Hattiesburg police officer
came along and told them they
couldn’t go back inside the
apartment for their own safety.
He gave them a phone number
for the American Red Cross,
whose headquarters across
from Hattesburg High also was
damaged.
Joe Baggett of Hattiesburg
was out taking photos of the
damage in the same area.
“I’m 52 years old and that’s
the first time I’ve ever been under a bed,” he said. “I’ve seen
nothing like it.”
The American Red Cross is
setting up shelters and expects
about 50 families to be housed.
The Salvation Army is sending feeding units and plans to
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serve lunch and dinner for several days.
The University of Southern
Mississippi had damage to
six buildings on campus. The
school is closed for the Mardi
Gras holiday. Students are advised that if they are not on
campus, they should not return
until directed to do so.
Ryan Raziano of Perkinston,
Miss., was practicing his saxophone at the Jazz Center an
hour before the tornado hit,
blowing out two walls.
“I made a conscious decision
to go into the Performing Arts
Center, and I’m glad I did,” said
Raziano, a graduate student.
The Performing Arts Center
also was damaged.

DAVID M. WARREN | PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER | MCT

TOP: Three people are dead after a gunman opens fire at in the New
Castle Courhouse in Wilmington, Delaware. BOTTOM: Delaware State
Police Sgt. Paul Shavack updates the media at a noon press confrence
on the shooting in the lobby this morning at the New Castle County
Courthouse.

Resignation

Continued from Page 2
"The resignation of Benedict
XVI is a great surprise, and at
the same time an invaluable
lesson in humility," Cardinal
Jaime Ortega, the archbishop
of Havana, said Monday.
"The pope once again has
broken with old models and
isn't afraid to announce to
the world that he is too weak
and tired to continue governing the Catholic Church," said
Ortega, who accompanied the
pope during his Cuban visit.
Colombia's Catholic Church
had been awaiting the pope's
appearance Monday, because
Benedict was scheduled to set
a canonization date for this
country's first saint, Mother
Laura Monotoa Upegui, who
died in 1949. But minutes after setting the date, the pope
stunned the world with news
of his resignation.
The news also had particular
resonance in Venezuela, where
President Hugo Chavez's battle with cancer has kept him
sidelined for months.
"The pope has shown his
human side by recognizing

his lack of physical power,"
the president of the Venezuelan Episcopal Council
Diego Padron told El Nacional
newspaper. "What a beautiful
example for the world."
Benedict had been scheduled to visit Brazil for the
church's World Youth Day
festival in Rio de Janeiro, July
23-28. But his older brother,
Georg Ratzinger, told the German news agency dpa that the
pope had been advised by his
doctor not to take any more
trans-Atlantic trips.
With an estimated 125 million
Catholics, Brazil is the largest
Catholic country, and there are
two Brazilian cardinals who have
been mentioned as possible successors: Joao Braz de Aviz, who
heads the Vatican Department
for religious congregations, and
Odilo Pedro Scherer, the archbishop of Sao Paulo.
But Bishop Jose Daniel Falla
Robles, the secretary general
of the Colombian Episcopal
Council, said the election of
popes has generated "many
surprises in the past." because
the process involves more
than geopolitics and the desires of the cardinals.
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Thunder chorus members to deliver singing valentines
By KAYLIN SEARLES

THE PARTHENON
The Thunder Tones quartet will once again deliver “Singing Valentines” across the Tri-State for
Valentine’s Day.
The Thunder Tones, a Huntington and Tri-State chapter of the non-profit Barbershop Harmony
Society, will deliver keepsake gifts Feb. 13-15.
The Thunder Tones are an authentic barbershop quartet, and will deliver two love songs, a personalized card, candy and a stuffed animal.
The cost of the Valentines package is $50 and all proceeds will go to sponsoring young men and
women from the Tri-State area to go to Harmony Camp in Delaware in August.
Two barbershop quartets, consisting of four members each, will deliver the “Singing Valentines.”
They have three songs to choose from, “Let Me Call You Sweetheart,” “Heart of my Heart” and “Sweet
and Lovely.”
Throughout the span of three days, the Thunder Tones will deliver roughly 50 valentines.
Richard King, Thunder Tones member, said they will surprise customers at home, work, school or
pretty much anywhere within the Tri-State area.

Honors College RAs host
anti-Valentine’s Day party
BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO

THE PARTHENON
As Valentine’s Day approaches, many
would say love is in the air.
But a group of Honors College resident
advisors bucked the traditional lover’s
holiday with an anti-Valentine’s Day party
Tuesday evening in the Harless Media
Room.
Michael Palacioz, Honors College RA and
junior chemistry major from Fort Bragg,
N.C., said some of his residents echoed his
bad sentiment toward the holiday.
“I think Valentine’s Day is a Hallmark
holiday,” Palacioz said. “I mean, it’s fun if
you have a significant other, but some of
my residents said ‘Why not make every day
Valentine’s Day for you and your significant
other?’”
The event was open to all Honors College
students. Attendees were split up by gender and played trivia with gender-specific
questions, ranging in topics from car parts
and football to fashion designers and bra
sizes, while indulging in Valentine’s Day
candy and chocolate.
Jessie Swiger, Honors College RA and
sophomore exercise physiology major from
New Cumberland, W.Va., said she shared
Palacioz’s feelings about the holiday.

“We’ve even ventured out into Wayne County,” King said. “We’ve done quite a few on campus
before, in Smith Hall, the biotech center and the nursing school — to name a few.”
King said the surprise is what makes the gift attractive.
“It’s something you can do secretly, then surprise your spouse or girlfriend,” King said. “It’s
unique and such a sweet thing to do.”
Michael Salters, a sophomore accounting major at Marshall, said he would consider getting a
“Singing Valentine” and appreciates what the Thunder Tones are doing for the community.
“I think it’s a great gift you could get for anyone,” Salters said. “I think that it’s great they’re donating their time and proceeds to charity. It’s very generous.”
The Thunder Tones have been together for 11 years and have been delivering “Singing Valentines” for 10 years.
King said the barbershop is purely American heritage and their goal is to keep the community
informed about the patriotic event. This year, the Thunder Tones will sponsor a district competition in the downtown area in March. They are expecting 1,000 visitors to the city, which will use
local hotels and restaurants.
Kaylin Searles can be contacted at searles1@marshall.edu.

“I don’t believe in Valentine’s Day,” Swiger
said. “I don’t support it and I don’t celebrate
it with any of my boyfriends or anything like
that.”
Swiger said the event was a hit with the residents that attended.
“I’m actually kind of impressed with how
many people came out,” Swiger said. “They
looked to have a lot of fun enjoying the questions and trash-talking one another.”
According to a 2013 study by the National
Retail Foundation, Americans are projected to
spend a total of $18.6 billion on the holiday.
Men who have a significant other will spend
an average of $175.61 on jewelry, flowers, a
romantic evening out and more, the report
predicts.
Palacioz said the anti-Valentine’s Day party
focused on camaraderie and candy, not flowers and fancy dinners.
“We know everyone doesn’t have a significant other so we didn’t want everyone to think
you had to bring someone,” Palacioz said. “So
anti-Valentine’s Day, more to us, was going
against Valentine’s Day so you can come if
you’re single or if you have someone, just to
come have fun.”
Valentine’s Day is Thursday.
Marcus Constantino can be contacted at
constantino2@marshall.edu.
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Students participate in a “battle of the sexes” game during an anti-Valentine’s Day party hosted by Honors
College resident advisors in the media room at Harless Dining Hall on Monday.
PARTHENON
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Put your love on record

4

Send a message to your loved for ones
for Valentine’s Day!
The Parthenon will publish the best messages in our
Valentine’s edition on Feb. 14!
SEND SUBMISSIONS TO PARTHENON@MARSHALL.EDU. DEADLINE IS FEB. 13.

New to DVD today
Skyfall
The Perks of Being a Wallflower
The Sessions
The Man with the Iron Fists
Bully
Gossip Girl
Nurse Jackie
Weeds
Silent Hill: Revelation 3D
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